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At the Heart of 
Everything We Do 
are the Relationships 
We Build - with 
each other and with 
those we serve.
This issue honors 
the dedicated team 
members whose 
years of service have 
built not just careers 
- but deep, lasting 
friendships - like 
Ross and David that 
you see here! 
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Lutheran Ministries of Mercy

Filling Homes, Luther Home of Mercy and Lutheran Social Services of NWO are working together under the Lutheran Ministries 
of Mercy umbrella to share resources.These combined efforts allow us to foster hope, create change and meet the needs of 
individuals and families in our care.Visit our website at lutheranministriesofmercy.org to learn more.

Terri Rodriguez
LMM President and CEO

In Every Season, We Serve

Springtime and Easter season, with its focus on renewal and new life, offers a 
powerful opportunity to reflect on how we can serve others. In the Gospels we 
see Jesus repeatedly serving others, whether it was healing the sick, comforting 
the brokenhearted, or offering forgiveness to those in need. His actions remind 
us that serving others is not merely an act of kindness, but a profound way to 
live out the love of God.  

For many of the people served by our ministries, changing seasons may 
otherwise pass unnoticed, overshadowed by daily and sometimes overwhelming 
struggles. Yet, simple acts of kindness by staff, volunteers and donors, carry 
a profound message of love and compassion. These friends are driven by the 
knowledge that their contributions make a meaningful difference in the lives of 
others. They know that service to others is not a seasonal act, but an on-going 
commitment.  

As we reflect on the joy and impact of this season, we want to extend our 
heartfelt gratitude to all the volunteers, donors, and staff whose dedication and 
generosity make everything possible. Your unwavering support has touched 
countless lives, and your commitment to serving our community goes beyond 
the holiday season. Whether through your time, resources, or hard work, each 
of you has helped create meaningful moments of hope and connection, and for 
that, we are deeply thankful. Together, we’ve made a difference, and we look 
forward to continuing this journey of compassion and service in the months 
ahead. Thank you for being an essential part of our mission.

Sincerely,

Lutheran Ministries of Mercy met in March 
for the annual meeting of its three affiliates, 
Filling Homes, Luther Home of Mercy, and 
Lutheran Social Services of Northwest 
Ohio. The gathering took place at the 
Pinnacle in Maumee and was well attended 
by more than 120 congregation delegates, 
Board members and LMM and affiliate staff 
members.

We greetings from Bishop Daniel, Rev. 
President Wilson, Board Chair Juli Lejman-
Guy, Bishop Chester Trail and LMM 
President Terri Rodriguez. 

Our keynote speaker, Ohio Senator Paula 
Hicks-Hudson reminded all of us to love 
our neighbors, to walk in Hope and to do 
our part to live the Gospel of Christ. 
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Leadership Team

Carol Slight
Vice President

Amy Krassow
Director of ICF Services

Jean Cohrs 
Director of Mission Advancement

Jenny Borgelt
Director of Community Services

A Message from Carol Slight
Vice President, Filling Homes

Honoring Growth and Gratitude

Spring greetings to you all as a season of renewal, reflection 
and new beginnings is upon us. Soon, Filling Homes Community 
Gardens will have seeds sewn for an abundance of flowers and 
vegetables to bloom, a bountiful gift not only from the earth but 
from the care and dedication of those who tend it. We are grateful 
for the collaborative energy that makes our gardens flourish and 
are excited for the season to come. 

Just as our gardens thrive through care, and time, so too does 
our organization. It is nurtured by the hands and hearts of our 
staff who serve with purpose. We are especially grateful for 
those who have dedicated years of service to our mission, 
helping it grow stronger with each passing year. And in this 
spirit of gratitude, we also prepare to honor the retirement of our 
respected Director of Mission Advancement, Jean Cohrs, whose 
leadership has made a lasting impact on the people we serve, 
their families and our community. 

As we celebrate the years of service of many of our staff, we are 
reminded that our mission is made possible by the dedication 
of so many. Your support and commitment ensure that we can 
continue to provide life-changing services to those who rely 
on it – and we thank you for being a part of our journey. I am 
comforted knowing that together, we will continue making a 
meaningful difference. 

Blessings, 

Cathy Dennison's "Garden of Laughter and Joy" is 
located on the front lawn of Filling Homes base facility. 
This gift from Mary Ellen Nerod, Cathy’s loving 
mother, is meant to give back to Filling Homes as a 
thank you for the exceptional care that Cathy received 
while residing here.

The garden stands as a tribute not only to her memory, 
but also to the many people whose endless compassion 
and care helped create a true home - Filling Home. 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its 
various forms" - 1 Peter 4:10

The Garden of Laughter and Joy
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Years of Service - 
Celebrating Longevity
Filling Homes held the annual Years of Service event this 
past February. LMM President and CEO Terri Rodriguez 
and Filling Home Vice President Carol Slight thanked 
each employee for their dedication and presented 
them with a monetary gift, the amount determined by 
their years of service. The celebration was a wonderful 
opportunity for staff to be recognized by their peers 
and supervisors. Everyone enjoyed light snacks and 
cupcakes from local businesses Mama Mirs Kitchen, and 
The Cakewalk and punch made especially for the event 
by Filling Homes Dietary Supervisor, James Travis. 

Twenty-six employees were recognized during 
the event, including Kelli Eitzman, Support Services 
Supervisor, who celebrated 40 years! Jean Cohrs, 
Director of Mission Advancement and Donna Bailey, 
Direct Support Professional, were also recognized for 30 
years. Additionally, those celebrating 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 
years were also recognized. 

The group totals over 500 years of service! The 
mission of Filling Homes is dependent on individuals 
like these recognized here to ensure the best care 
of residents and clients and we are proud of their 
accomplishment and dedication to those we serve. 

Tiffany Mohler, Lisa Thayer, Tina Leaders, and Pastor Denise 
Brown (not pictured) celebrated 25 years!

20 years of service: Susann Sheaffer, Tonya Wagner, and Jackie 
Eagleson (not pictured).

15 years of service: Anna Norris, Bridgett Eash, 
Lisa Rodriguez, Kathleen Binning; Jodi Maxi and Debbie Morlock 
(not pictured)

10 years of service: Back row: Katie Acrey, Emily Nardone, Anita 
Martz Front row: Karen Schultz, Amber Hahn and Taelor Lather, 
not picture is Darianne Plotts

5 years of service: back row: Jessika Clymer, Miranda Sawyer, 
Brenda Kintner, George Kintner Front row: Tye Eitzman, Tony 
Adams, Tina Fox

LMM President and 
CEO, Terri Rodriguez 
along with Filling 
Home Vice President, 
Carol Slight, pose with 
Kelli Eitzman, Support 
Services Supervisor, 
during the annual years 
of service recognition 
event honoring Kelly 
for 40 years at Filling 
homes! 

Director of Mission 
Advancement, Jean 
Cohrs was honored 
for 30 years of service 
and stands in between 
Terri Rodriguez and 
Carol Slight during 
the recognition 
service. 
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In Loving Memory of Pastor Don
It is with deep sadness and heavy hearts that we share the passing of our beloved 
Executive Director Emeritus, Pastor Donald L. Wukotich.

Pastor Don retired in 2017 after having spent just over 31 years guiding our 
ministries. He was much more than a leader-he was a visionary, a mentor and a 
true champion our mission. During his lifetime of service, he led with compassion, 
integrity, humility, and an unwavering commitment to our community.  Under his 
leadership, our organization grew both in impact and in heart, and his legacy will 
continue to inspire all those who follow in his footsteps.

We extend our deepest condolences to his family and all who have been touched 
by his extraordinary life. We are grateful for the time we had with Pastor Don and 
will honor his memory by carrying forward the work he so deeply cared about.

Henry County Officials 
Tour Filling Home

We recently had the opportunity to tour a group of Henry County Officials through 
the base facility of Filling Homes. We are very grateful for their time. The visit 
allowed a firsthand look at Filling Homes, bringing awareness to the services we 
provide that enhance the lives of those we serve. 

The group enjoyed lunch at the Abilities Bistro before Jean Cohrs, Director of 
Mission Advancement, gave a presentation and overview of the services we 
provide. We wrapped up the visit with a base-wide tour then Q&A. We are grateful 
for the opportunity and truly thank them for all they do for Henry County - and for 
their support of Filling Homes. 

While talking with the group, FH Vice President Carol Slight, said how important 
the relationship is between Filling Homes and the County Officials, as they are the 
voice for us with legislation and state representatives, which is important for Filling 
Homes in regards to funding.

We are proud of our facilities and invite you to reach out to us if you would like to 
learn more about our history, our campus and our programs - info@fillinghome.org 
or call us at 419-599-6451 to schedule a tour!

Above, Carol Sllight talks to the group in 
the Atrium. The tour ended in the Hanson 
Therapy Pool.

The Donald L. Wukotich Scholarship Recipients Awarded
Six employees from the Lutheran Ministries of Mercy agencies were
awared the Donald L. Wukotich scholarship in 2025. Four of those 
winners were from Filling Homes and three attended the LMM Annual 
Meeting where they were recognized. 

This scholarship was established to honor former LMM President and 
CEO, Pastor Don. It is available to all of the LMM agencies' employees 
and is intended to encourage education in careers relevant to the LMM 
ministries. 

Pictured are Board Chair Rev. Juli Lejman-Guy, Danielle Cummins, Jacob 
Herold, Espn Paxton and President & CEO Terri Rodriguez. 
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In Memory of

The Filling Home Foundation
We sincerely thank our friends who generously support our ministry.

Carol Dille cont. 
Robert & Carol Cain, Delta, OH
Terry & Jean Cohrs, Napoleon, OH
Timothy & Kathy Ferguson, McClure, OH
Tod & Kim Langenderfer, Toledo, OH
Todd & Carol Slight, Napoleon, OH
Todd & LeeAnn Norden, Napoleon, OH
Janice Rohrs 
Douglas & Stephenie Raby
Liberty Center, OH
Bob & Rhonda Dille 
Karl & Jayne Dill, Willard, OH
Marianne Stevens, Bucyrus, OH
Larry Weirich 
Brent & Diana Steele, Napoleon, OH
Janice Rettig, Napoleon, OH
Ruth Labie, Napoleon, OH
Linda Otermat, Napoleon, OH
Pat & Sheila Parcher, Napoleon, OH
Kathy Lieb, Napoleon, OH

Steve & Bonnie Hoffman, Delta, OH
Dave and Nancy Conrad, Napoleon, OH
Cece Moffeh-Hesch, Bowling Green, OH
Amanda Saucedo, Bowling Green, OH
Lisa Jacobs, Bowling Green, OH
Shelly Bussard, Bowling Green, OH
Marcy Beaverson, Bowling Green, OH
Meghan Evans-Werner, 
Bowling Green, OH
Andrea Flewelling, Bowling Green, OH
Alissa Karpuszka, Bowling Green, OH
Henry County ODOT Garage,
Napoleon, OH
ODOT District 2 Construction Testing, 
Bowling Green, OH
Vivian Lanzer, McClure, OH
Delmer Bockelman 
Norbert Sonnenberg, Archbold, OH
Elaine Mahnke 
Marlene Bockelman, Napoleon, OH
Elaine Tietje 
Kenneth & Karen Pope, Pandora, OH
Norbert Sonnenberg, Archbold, OH

Dan Shininger 
Rob & Renee Timbrook, Perrysburg, OH
The Andersons, Maumee, OH
Jim Mitchell 
Susan Mitchell, Cleveland, OH
Karen Kemper 
Thomas & Cheryl Hoefler, Kettering, OH
Leif Teig 
Benton & Monica Bassett, 
Olmsted Township, OH
Eleanor Wacker, La Crescenta, CA
Mary Jo Bohsl 
Virgil Bohls, Napoleon, OH
Dr. Raymond J. Manahan 
Jeff Mires, Archbold, OH
Bernita Brubaker 
Lisa Burrell, Defiance, OH
Betsy Long Mix 
Karen Long, Chapel Hill, NC
Bonnie Grisier 
Jeff Mires, Archbold, OH
Carol Dille 
Bernie & Linda Erven, Columbus, OH
Betty Marihugh, Napoleon, OH
Beverly Fischer, Waterville, OH
Beverly Warnimont, Napoleon, OH
Cole Shepard, Napoleon, OH
Dale & Carol Behrman, Deshler, OH
David & Annette Oberhaus, 
Napoleon, OH
David & Nancy Conrad, Napoleon, OH
David & Patricia Kryder, Green Valley, AZ
Dennis & Susan Charvat, Toledo, OH
Eldor & Jane Gerken, Napoleon, OH
Janice Knepley, Napoleon, OH
Jason & Melanie Moser, Delta, OH
Jeff Mires, Archbold, OH
Jerry & Donna Drewes, Napoleon, OH
Joyce Maassel, Napoleon, OH
Judith Dennis, Liberty Center, OH
Judith Hoffman, Napoleon, OH
Kay Armbruster, Napoleon, OH
Kenneth & Arlene Freytag, Napoleon, OH
Marie Baker, Wauseon, OH
McClure Alumni, McClure, OH
Melvin & Margaret Wachtmann 
Napoleon, OH
Nancy York, New York, NY
Patrick & Sheila Parcher, Napoleon, OH
Pete & Joann Schroeder,
Manitou Beach, MI
Grace N. Cox & Betty Lou Moose 
Memorial Fund of the Greater 
Toledo Community Foundation,
Toledo, OH
Rita Kryder, Napoleon, OH

Ian Pozarzycki 
Julia Rhodes, Bryan, OH
Jeff Bostelman 
Sarah Jackson, Napoleon, OH
Jerry Hershberger 
Barbara Bockelman, Napoleon, OH
Connie Holers, Napoleon, OH
David and Jackie Fouty, Holgate, OH
David and Lori Beakas, Waterville, OH
Dennis & Lynnette Gerken, Defiance, OH
Diana Grim, New Bavaria, OH
Catherine Slight,
Napoleon, OH
Donald and Kim Cordes, Napoleon, OH 
Eileen Stough, Ridgeville Corners, OH
Friends and Family of Jerry Hershberger 
Napoleon, OH
John and Darla Huddle, Napoleon, OH
John and Sara Huddle, Napoleon, OH
Kenneth and Arlene Freytag,
Napoleon, OH
Kevin and Kathy Sonnenberg 
Napoleon, OH
Kevin and Kelli Gerken, Napoleon, OH
Linda Rathge, Napoleon, OH
Margaret Meyer , Napoleon, OH
Marian Dickmann, Napoleon, OH
Marilyn Hershberger, Napoleon, OH
The Hershberger Family , Napoleon, OH
Mark & Pamela Lymanstall, Defiance, OH
Michael & Lori Nye, Napoleon, OH
Nick & Kelly Waisner, Napoleon, OH
Norbert & Linda Sonnenberg
Archbold, OH
Pamela Hershberger, Maumee, OH
Rupert & Rita Schweinhagen 
Napoleon, OH
Sheila Clady, Napoleon, OH
Susan Nye, Dayton, OH
Terry & Jean Cohrs, Napoleon, OH
Thomas & Tamara McAlear, 
Lambertville, MI
John & Carol Speiser, Napoleon, OH
Todd & Carol Slight, Napoleon, OH
Joan Schriner 
Edward & Barbara Schriner-Schmitt 
Sturgeon Bay, WI
Juanita Schnitkey 
Bette Lighthill, Defiance, OH
Friends & Family of Juanita Schnitkey 
Napoleon, OH
Walter & Lorna Hougland, Napoleon, OH
Julie Ray 
Dorothy Van Poppel Ray Chardon, OH
Walter Polasek 
Martin & Nancy Helmke Napoleon, OH
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In Memory of

Betty Andrews' 100th Birthday 
Shirley Keller, Defiance, OH
Donna Drewes 
Marie Baker, Wauseon, OH
Eldor and Jane Gerken, Napoleon, OH
Filling Home Staff 
Sarah Schaaf, Port Clinton, OH
Geri Alexander 
Steven Kemper, Franklin, OH
Jared Cox 
Keith and Jessica Cox, Ottawa, OH
Sophia Spinelli 
Steve and Kris Spinelli, Toledo, OH 
Timothy Schriner
Edward & Barbara Schriner-Schmitt 
Sturgeon Bay, WI 

Boeing Annapolis, Junction, MD
Fin Farm, LLC, Ridgeville Corners, OH
HARC, Inc, Napoleon, OH
The Kroger Company, Cincinnati, OH
Three Arts Club, Montpelier, OH
Women's Guild Of Filling Home, 
Napoleon, OH

Karen Stein 
Alison Doucette Moorpark, CA
Christa & Mark Burken, Napoleon, OH
Friends & Family of Karen Stein,
Napoleon, OH
James & Deborah Hoops, Napoleon, OH
James & Lynne Etoll, Napoleon, OH
James & Sue Nartker, Twinsburg, OH
Mitchell Kruse, Napoleon, OH
Todd & Carol Slight, Napoleon, OH
Tom & Denise Lalonde, Napoleon, OH
Lillian Marie Meyer 
Friends & Family of Lillian Meyer, 
Napoleon, OH
James Meyer, Defiance, OH
Kenneth & Arlene Freytag, Napoleon, OH
Larry & Dianne Wendt, Napoleon, OH
Lisa Crew, Cincinnati, OH
Michael & Jacquelyn Williams, 
Defiance, OH
Morris Wiemken, Defiance, OH
Nancy Roehrig, Defiance, OH
Rodenberger-Gray Funeral Home, 
Napoleon, OH
Thomas & Linda Behnfeldt, 
Napoleon, OH
Michael Short 
Dennis & Cathy Price, Delaware, OH
Todd & Carol Slight, Napoleon, OH
Todd & Diann Grieser,
Ridgeville Corners, OH
Mike Mckibben 
Dawn McKibben, Defiance, OH
Nelson Vance 
Jeff Mires, Archbold, OH
Richard Landversicht 
Jeff Mires, Archbold, OH
Robert Polasek 
Martin & Nancy Helmke, Napoleon, OH
Robert Shell 
Todd & Carol Slight, Napoleon, OH 
Dortha Hallett, Bryan, OH
Friends & Family of Robert Shell, 
Napoleon, OH
Janet McCarthy Bryan, OH
Jeffory John, Montpelier, OH
Jill Hinkley, Morenci, MI
Lindsey Bailey, Defiance, OH
Patrica Sleesman, Hicksville, OH
Scott & Lisa John, West Unity, OH
Titan Tire Corporation, Bryan, OH
Roger Schweibert 
Hope Lutheran WELCA, Hamler, OH
Terry Prigge 
Martin & Nancy Helmke, Napoleon, OH
Tiffany Contreras 
Jeffrey & Dawn Mcbride, Napoleon, OH
Todd & Carol Slight, Napoleon, OH
Vicki, Chris, & Leeann Thompson 
Caroline Thompson, Bryan, OH

Organizational Gifts

In Honor Of 

The gifts listed were received 
from January 1, 2025 through 
March 31, 2025. 

If we have failed to list your 
name or have listed your gift 
incorrectly, please accept our 
apologies and contact Maggie 
Burt at 419-599-6451 or 
mburt@fillinghome.org.

Individual Gifts
Carol Schroeder, New Bavaria, OH 
Charles & Jeri Campbell, Toledo, OH 
David & Karla Golding, Montpelier, OH 
Don & Terri Grimm, Grand Rapids, OH 
Donald & Alida Pletcher, Bluffton, OH 
Douglas Fidler & Deborah Wissner, 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
Fabijan & Valbone Merturi, Oxford, CT 
Gary & Barbara Arnos, Bryan, OH 
Jacqueline Williams, Wapakoneta, OH 
John & Wanda Schimpf, 
Bloomville, OH 
Kurt Meyers, Toledo, OH 
Lois Badenhop, Wauseon, OH 
Lois Knape, Napoleon, OH 
Madison Wiemken, Wauseon, OH 
Rosemarie Cole, Napoleon, OH 
Sammy Denn, Wauseon, OH 
Stanley & Pamela Engle, Leo, IN 
William Wallace, Pittsford, NY 
Gary & Debra Vollmer, Hicksville, OH 
Laura Cole, Swanton, OH 
Ann Little, Continental, OH 
Cheryl Huffman, Napoleon, OH 
Daniel & Patricia Ritter, McComb, OH 
Deborah Chupp. Archbold, OH 
Douglas & Jill Gilliland, Archbold, OH 
Edward Lause, Bloomdale, OH 
Gary & Debra Vollmer, Hicksville, OH 
Glenn & Patricia Alexander,
Miamisburg, OH 
James & Terry Riggs, Bryan, OH 
Jan Bratton, Delta, OH 
Kevin Wilhelm, Maryland Heights, MD 
Larry & Nelda Irving, Napoleon, OH 
Paul & Lisa Wayne, Holgate, OH 
Paulette Place, Delphos, OH 
Steven & Linda Warner, Bryan, OH 
Scott & Laura Hershberger, 
Ottawa, OH

The Dollar Tree in Napoleon donated and delivered beautiful balloons 
to Filling Homes base campus for the Valentine's Dance. The gym was 
decorated wonderfully and we thank them so much for the donation. 
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Hope Lutheran Church, Fostoria, OH
Redeemer Lutheran Church,
Convoy, OH
St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Stryker, OH
St. John's Lutheran Ladies Aid,
Stryker, OH
St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Defiance, OH
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Napoleon, OH
St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Sulphur Springs, OH
St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
Napoleon, OH
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Ridgeville Corners, OH
Trinity Lutheran Church, Delta, OH

Bank Of America Charitable 
Foundation, Charlotte, NC 
Barbara Schlegel, Gahanna, OH 
In honor of Geri Alexander
Mark O'Reilly, Exeter, NH 
In loving memory of Christine O'Reilly
Steve and Tina Parsons,
Napoleon, OH, In honor of Pat Bilow
Terry and Jean Cohrs, Napoleon, OH 

Congregational Gifts

The Filling Home Foundation
We sincerely thank our friends who generously support our ministry.

Giving Tuesday

Thrivent Choice
Amy Rosebrock, Napoleon, OH
Ann Rethmel, Defiance, OH
Bret Speiser, Napoleon, OH
Carol Slight, Napoleon, OH
Cathy Jones, Napoleon, OH
Connie Holers, Napoleon, OH
David Darr, Ann Arbor, MI
David Plassman, Napoleon, OH
David Stough, Ridgeville Corners, OH
Deb Ehlers, Defiance, OH
Debra Fahringer, Napoleon, OH
Dennis Behnfeldt, Napoleon, OH
Donald Wiff, Poland, OH
Esther Plassman, Napoleon, OH
Gregory Harmon, Perrysburg, OH
Herb Bunke, Clearwater, KS
Jack Retcher, Defiance, OH
Jane Greene, Ridgeville Corners, OH
Jeri Bostelman, Defiance, OH
John and Martha Place, Richmond, IN
John Lusch, Napoleon, OH
Judith Elarton, Fayette, OH
Karen Bishop, Deshler, OH
Kevin Gerken, Napoleon, OH
Kim Grime, Archbold, OH
Kristan Norden, Napoleon, OH

Larry Maassel, Malinta, OH
Linda Sonnenberg, Archbold, OH
Lori Beakas, Waterville, OH
Lynn Durham, Napoleon, OH
Les Grime, Archbold, OH
Linda Francis, Bowling Green, OH
Linda Hammad, Grelton, OH
Mary Arps, Hamler, OH
Mary Jo Moden, Napoleon, OH
Mary Kruse, Defiance, OH
Merlin Elarton, Fayette, OH
Michael Francis, Bowlling Green, OH
Paul Oehrtman, Napoleon, OH
Peggy Harmon, Perrysburg, OH
Phyllis Knape, Defiance, OH
Raymond Eld, Columbus, IN
Rosella Hannewald, Waterville, OH
Sandra Dennie, Anderson, SC
Sarah Jackson, Napoleon, OH
Scott Norris, Wauseon, OH
Terry Cohrs, Napoleon, OH
Thomas Dennie, Anderson, OH
Thomas Noblit, Mount Vernon, OH
Timothy Hoops, Napoleon, OH
Todd Slight, Napoleon, OH
William Moden, Napoleon, OH

Americold, Napoleon, OH
Corteva, Napoleon, OH
Denise Brown, Napoleon, OH
Dollar Tree, Napoleon, OH
Family Dollar, Deshler, OH
Glenn & Patricia Alexander,
Miamisburg, OH
Lawrence Weirich,
In memory of Janet Weirich, 
Liberty Center, OH
Lisa Schultz, Custar, OH
Michaeal & Kimberly Cushman,
Napoleon, OH
Napoleon Church Of The Nazarene, 
Napoleon, OH
Renewed Mind, Napoleon, OH

In Kind Gifts
Ray & Harriet Schroeder Family,
Napoleon, OH
St. John Lutheran Church, 
Ohio City, OH
St. John's Lutheran Church,
Montpelier, OH
St. Paul Lutheran School, 
Napoleon, OH
St. Paul's Lutheran Church,
Napoleon, OH
St. Peter Lutheran Preschool, 
Napoleon, OH
Suzanne Johnson, Archbold, OH
Wauseon Women's Guild Of 
Filling Memorial Home, 
Wauseon, OH



9Focus on Filling  | Winter 2025

At the heart of our mission is a commitment to person-centered care - and nowhere 
is that more evident than in our Dietary Department at the base campus. Every day, 
our dietary team works with intention and compassion to meet the diverse nutritional 
needs of those we serve. From specialized diets to personal food preferences, 
the goal is always the same: to offer meals that nourish the body while honoring 
individual choices and dignity.

As we continue to grow in our approach to individualized care, exciting plans are 
underway to enhance some equipment and storage space. These updates will 
expand the variety of food/snacks, giving our clients more choices and easier 
access to it. With better tools, we can better serve, offering more options that 
reflect the tastes, needs, and enjoyment of each person at the table.

To help guide this next step, Dietary Supervisor James Travis recently attended the 
Gordon Food Service Show and it was a valuable opportunity to explore the latest 
in food trends, nutrition, and equipment. He returned inspired, full of fresh ideas and 
practical insights to incorporate into our weekly menus, like a plant-based steak and 
different soup flavors. From new ingredients to improved preparation methods, the 
goal is clear: to continue raising the standard of care, one meal at a time.

Developmental Disability Awareness Month
Throughout the month of March we celebrated Developmental Disabilities Awareness. 
Whether it’s supporting businesses that employ individuals with disabilities, promoting 
inclusive education, or simply taking the time to learn more about the experiences of 
those with disabilities, every action makes a difference. Throughout the month, Filling 
Homes shared many stories of opportunities, inclusion and empowerment like this: 

Meet Rylee! She cherishes visits to her home with her custodial parents Deb and Joe. 
She enjoys live music, particularly from her favorite musical artist, The Girl Named Tom, 
having attended several of their concerts. She has traveled to Morgan's Wonderland in 
Austin, Texas, and has had the opportunity to meet iconic characters such as Mickey 
and Minnie in Anaheim, as well as Elsa and Anna in Disneyland. She also had a 
memorable experience when the band Sidewalk Prophets performed for her.

The importance of understanding and supporting individuals with developmental 
disabilities extends far beyond that one month, and we invite you to learn more about 
Filling Homes programs and services by contacting us directly, following us on social 
media, or visiting us! 

More Choices, More Smiles



10 Focus on Filling  |  Winter 2025

MISSIONI N S I D E  T H E
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Change of Address 
 
Please clip and return this form, if you or someone you know has changed addresses. Thank You! 

 

Name___________________________________________________________________ 

Adress___________________________________________________________________ 

City____________________________________________State_________Zip_________ 

Phone___________________________________email____________________________ 

         

  
Return form and address label from 

this newsletter to:  
Filling Homes 
N160 State Route 108 
Napoleon, OH  43545 

Email concerns to : 

jcohrs@fillinghome.org 

	  

	   Please make address/name correction 

 I am receiving two copies 

 I would like to receive the newsletter via email maggieburt@fillinghome.org

We invite you to 

STAY CONNECTED

MISSION

Filling Home of Mercy
a Ministry of 

Lutheran Ministries of Mercy

Board of Directors
Bobbie Abel, Andy Barthel 

Charles Campbell, Marilyn Ford
Matthew Garrow, Donovan Greening, 

Juli Lejman-Guy, Amy Merkel, 
Jeff Mires, Tim Robinson, Timothy Schumm, 

Jeffrey Schwartz, Becky Stewart, 
Chester Trail, Kathleen Winters

River City Bowl-A-Way was the place for Buddy Bowling in 
February! 80 individuals teamed up with 32 volunteers and many 
Filling Homes staff for a morning of fun! 

Thank you Randy Schweiger, the Tinora Rams Radicals, Thrivent 
Action Teams, all of the volunteers, the drivers of many vans to 
transport Filling Homes residents and clients, Randy Barnes, 
Domino's Pizza, and all who were there for making this a 
successful event once again! 

A special thank you to Filling Homes' Sarah Jackson for her hard 
work organizing this event!

Buddy Bowling 2025
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N160 State Route 108 419-592-6451
Napoleon, OH  43545 fillinghome.org

Change Service Requested

† Filling Memorial Home of Mercy †

illing Homes
Serving Persons with Developmental Disabilities

✞ LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF NORTHWESTERN OHIO

 ✞ GENACROSS LUTHERAN SERVICES

  ✞ LUTHER HOME OF MERCY

   ✞ FILLING HOMES


